
 Black Advisory Staff Meeting 
Tuesday September 9th, 2008 

          Conducted: Debra Charleston “Chair” 
Minutes: Kina Coleman 

 
PRESENT:  Debra Charleston, Osman Ahmed, Avery Bocage, Arthur Mance, Tamu Smith, Thomas 
Verdo, Marlin Clark, Elosie Skelton, Rod Goode, James Evans, Muriel Lee, Michael Styles and Kina 
Coleman.  
 
I. Welcome/Introduction of Council Members & Guest Speakers/Debra Charleston “Chair” 

 Debra began the meeting by welcoming everyone in attendance and welcoming guest speakers  
Yolanda Nez & Maul Romero.  

 
II. Guest Speakers: 

• Yolanda Nex- Discrimination Services of Utah:  
Dialogue on projects Ms. Nex offices are planning on discrimination discussion covered: Town 
Hall meetings to aid development of non-discrimination, Employment minimum wage hourly 
public safety, public transportation or other city departments or drivers and protected 
classifications.  

 
• Manuel Romero-Creation of a data recourses list for the African American Community 

             Dialogue on DHS website project Mr. Romero discussed the upcoming website geared toward 
provide ethnic and cultural information for case managers. The Website’s goal is to empower 
and inform case worker’s from the Justice and DHS agencies to be equipped to relate and 
interface with specific ethnic and cultural communities. Once the Website proves to be 
successful it will open up to more agencies and eventually to the community.  Mr. Romero 
requested the BAC read information pertaining to what case workers should know when 
relating to the African American communities and provide feed back.  

 
III. Approval of Minutes if applicable:  

BAC 6-28-08 Retreat: To be released. 
BAC Governors’ Meeting: Debra will e-mail out. 

 
IV. Old Business: Jerry Bond/Utah Business Development Alliance-update: 

a) Jerry Bond/Utah Business Development Alliance-update-Debra Charleston 
b) Currently Debra is working to secure a 5 year lease then will begin the process of purchasing 

the building. Debra feels things will turn abound by the first of the year. 
 

V. Action Items: 
a) BAC Night at the movie: “The Overwhelming” 

• Michael discussed the BAC Night at the movie “The Overwhelming” Sponsored by the Salt 
Lake City Acting Company on September 21, 2008 6-9 p.m.   

• Salt Lake City Acting Company has provided thirty rickets for the BAC Council in addition 
there will be a private reception for the thirty ticket holders only.  

• Michael urged BAC Members to be presented in support The Salt Lake City Acting             
      Company and local actors.  
• BAC members will cc Debra the names of those who plan to attend can also RSVP to Kina. 

 
b) Request/follow-up Governor’s Meeting: 

• Michael suggested council members provide Governors’ Huntsman with a progress report 
reviewing items discussed at the Governors’ meeting. 

• Rod has been invited to represent the BAC for the Governor’s meeting. 
Meeting begins at 9:00 am open session afternoon will be a break-out session and will be 
closed.   



 
 
c) 5013c: 

• The 501c3 status is still on hold. 
•  Avery will bring the BAC’s financial statements to the next meeting.  
• Per Michael’s meeting with Palmer all councils will need to provide funds for events so 

the current policy for 5013c status may change.  
• Last year the BAC used their own companies to sponsor the 2008 Future Scholarship 

Awards providing funds for five college students and two or three high school students. 
 
d) Discuss the business card/letterhead options: No updated 
 
e) Voter Registration:  

• Arthur and Tamu are working with Salt Lake Community College “South Campus” to 
hold the voters registration September 26th. on their premises.  In addition both Tamu 
and Arthur are working with other colleges to get the word out.  

 
f) James Evans: “Article by Paul Rove” 

• James reviewed an unfavorable article that pertained to him written by Paul Rove. 
Eloise suggested the BAC release a written statement in support of James.  

• Rod motioned the Council to put the statement to a vote, Osman 2nd the motion the 
council voted in favor of releasing written statement in support of James Evans in lieu 
of the Paul Rove article.  

g) BAC policy, procedure and sponsorship: 
• Policy and procedure for Black Advisory Council Sponsorship was brought to the 

table. 
• Debra requested a policy be developed within the next 60 days.  
• Council members voted to table issue to the next meeting to begin the process of 

definition. 
 
h) Meeting Schedule: 

• Michael provided some guidelines which pertains to posting and changing meeting 
dates times and locations. 

• Council voted to change meeting time all in favor with two apposing. 
• BAC meeting time will be 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. instead of 4:00 to 6:00pm. 
• Next meeting date and location: October 14th, 2008 @ Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
• 1747 South 900 West “Location subject to change” 
• BAC will begin holding council meetings in Ogden, Salt Lake and Utah County.  
• James will be responsible for the finding meeting locations in Salt Lake City. 
• Tamu and Marguerite for Utah County a list of locations will be provided to Debra 

“Chair by the next meeting date” 
 
 
 

 
Adjourn 

 


